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XI. Obfervatwns on a remarkable Meteor feen on the i %th of 
Auguft, 1 783, communicated in a Letter to Sir Jofeph Banks^ 
Bart. P. R. S., By William Cooper, D. D. R R. S. Arch-^ 
deacon ^York* 




Rsad Jaa. 15, 1784*^ 

B E A E S I R • Hartlepool, near Stocktos^,: 

' Aug, 19, 1783. 

O perfon could have abetter opportunity of difcerning 
this awful'meteor than myfelf. The weather being, for 
this climate, aftoaifhingly.hot, my Fahrenheit's thermome* 
ter, on a north pafition, and in the open air, having for feve- 
ral days preceding graduated between the hours of ten o'clock 
in the morning and {tv^xx o'clock in the evening from 74° to 
Sz""', I fet out upon a journey to the feafide, The weather 
was fultry, the atmofphere hazy, and not a breath of air 
flirring. Towards nine o'clock, at night it was fo dark, that I 
could fcarcely difcern the hedgqs,^ road, or even the horfes 
heads. As we proceeded, I obferved. to my attendants, th^t 
there was fomething iingularly flriking in the appearance of the 
night, not merely from its ftillnefs and darknefsj but from the 
fulphureous vapours which feemed to furround us on every lide. 
In the midft of this glooim, and on an inftant, a brilliant tre- 
mulous light appeared to the N. W. by N. At the iiril: it 
feemed ftationary ; but in a fmall fpace of time it burft from itr 
pofition^ aiad tojok its courfe to the S. E.<. by E* It palled di- 

redly 
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redly over our heads with a buzzing noife, feemingly at the 
height of fixty yards. Its tail, as far as the eye could form any 
judgement, was about eight or ten yards in length. At laft^ 
this^ wonderful meteor divided into feveral glowing parts or 
balls of fire, the chief part ftiil remaining in its full fplen dor. 
Soon after this I heard two great explofions, each equal to tha 
report of a canon carrying a nine-pound ball. During its 
awful progrefs, the whole of the atmofphere, as far as I could 
difcern, was perfe£tly illuminated with the mofl: beautifully 
vivid light I ever remember to have {ten. The h pries on which 
we rode fhrunk with fear; and fome people whom we met upon 
the road declared their conilernation in the moft expreffive 
terms. 

I, have the hoqar to be, Ss'c.. 

William Cooper,. 




